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Mr. Constantine Tasoulas
Madam President of the “Greece 2021” Committee, ladies and gentlemen collaborators of this rare, unique, but not unbearable assessment of our course over the last two centuries, I welcome you to the Senate Hall, where on 7 November 2019, oblivious to what would follow months later, we embarked on this journey of honouring the Revolution of 1821 and the 200 years that transpired, but also the ones that lie ahead. 
So, despite what followed that extraordinary day, we commemorate the 200 years since the outbreak of our national revolution and we will continue to commemorate it and we look forward to students, young people and all Greeks visiting the Parliament, as soon as this demonic period that we are going through dies down. These exhibits will not leave before hundreds of thousands of Greeks, men, women and children have had the opportunity to enjoy them on site.
This material emerged after we managed to harness the abundant historical material that we have. History, as it develops, is unruly, recalcitrant. When the historian, the archaeologist, the curator, the politician tries to put the material of history in order, they are called upon to harness something which, as it was unfolding, was extremely unruly, ever-evolving, unpredictable. I think that the Hellenic Parliament, with its excellent scientists and its Organising Committee, managed to harness the material available. It managed to do the job of primarily removing things. The question was not what to include. The question was what not to include, considering the quality and quantity available to the Parliament. 
However, we arrived – I find – at an exemplary reflection through which to honour these two centuries and their beginning, which will also be, in my view, one of the most expressive, unforgettable, lauded – I foresee that – reflection of our path these 200 years and primarily a reflection of how our path was set.  
 “On the proposal by the Secretariat on Religious Affairs and Public Education, and considering the significance of the 25th of March for every Greek, being as it is the day we celebrate the Annunciation of the Virgin Mary, a glorious and joyful day as such, and since it is the day the struggle for independence of the Greek nation began, we forever declare this a day of National Holiday and order the Secretariat drafting it to publish and enact the present Decree”.
This is what the Royal Decree of the 15th of March 1838 provides, i.e. when the 25th of March was officially declared the major National Holiday of Greece, which did not fare well on the 100th and 150th anniversary. It did not fare well in 1921, because our country was on a campaign, which led, a year later, to the Asia Minor Disaster. The centenary was celebrated nine years later, in 1930. During the dictatorship, the 150th anniversary was celebrated in a way that, I would say, was in poor taste, in a way that was more about co-opting that compelling anniversary, rather than beholding it.
So we are being called upon, at the 200-year mark, to do what was not done the previous times, eager to learn and optimistic about the future. The Parliament has compelling material in the depths of its buildings and archives. This material is owed to the fact that the Parliament was the first palace during the monarchy of King Otto and afterward the Parliament was the place where the heirlooms of the National Rebirth were developed, stored and showcased, along with many other items documenting the period. We will present them. 
We will present them on two levels that are compatible in time and space. At the level of the Colonnaded Lobby (“Peristylio”), i.e. in front of the Plenary Hall, we will present the prelude, the preamble of the Revolution. In other words, we will present the intellectual, ideological, political preparation of the Revolution, which unfolded gradually through the admiration of antiquity which evolved into philhellenism, through the Enlightenment, which evolved into patriotism. Together these phenomena lay the groundwork – I repeat – the ideological one, and then the torch was picked up by what Solomos very graphically describes thus: “The rifles I hear hollow, the swords meeting, I hear wood, I hear axes, I hear teeth grinding”. To get to the axes, the rifles and all that, we had to go through the Enlightenment and the admiration of antiquity. And so are combined two things at first glance opposite, but in reality fully complimentary and one led to the other.
At the Propylaea of Munich – King Otto’s father used to say that Munich is Athens on the river Isar – we see sculptures showing how, even before 1800, foreigners, mostly the educated ones, understood Greece and how later they understood the war waged by Greece against the Ottoman Empire. They depict Greek warriors not with weapons and costumes of 1821, but carrying weapons used in the Persian Wars, weapons used in Salamis and Marathon. They depict Greek warriors of the classical era fighting against Ottomans.
This is how the Enlightenment perceived Greece and this is how it insisted on seeing it even after becoming familiar with it. When the Enlightenment reached us on its long journey East, it did not find Pericles or Epaminondas or even Socrates nor Plato, it found contemporary Greeks, tormented by centuries of slavery, but, nevertheless, the spirit of the land, which the Parliament also presented a while back, this spirit, embellished and revealed to the representatives of the Enlightenment and to the Philhellenes the Greeks of 1800, of 1810, of 1820, as a projection of what they admired. 
And on the ground floor, once we understand philhellenism, its root, i.e. admiration of antiquity, the Enlightenment and its offspring, patriotism, we will then admire a stunning tapestry, offered to us on loan for a considerable amount of time by the French National Assembly. This monumental tapestry – artistically speaking and regarding its size - depicts Raphael’s “School of Athens”, which adorns the Palace of the Vatican and depicts precisely the perception of admiration for antiquity that existed in Europe very early on.
The Vatican considered Christian teachings to be fully compatible with the classical spirit and adorned the Palace of the Vatican with this representation. France considered that the classical spirit, rationalism, wisdom was the vehicle through which the Enlightenment would lead peoples to better outcomes. Greece was the source of all this. Therefore, Greece could not remain subjugated to the Ottoman Empire and suffer all these hardships. 
And so we leave the ground floor behind, along with the ideological preparation of the Revolution and move to the renowned “Trophy Room” – the “Eleftherios Venizelos Hall” as it is called today – and the other room, the “Aides-de-camp” room, which Kolokotronis, Mrs. Efthymiou, called “our room” (“ontás”). It was the room where King Otto received his guests and in keeping with the terminology of the time, Kolokotronis called it “our room” (by using the word “ontás”, instead of today’s “domátio”).
So it is in these two chambers that the Parliament presents no longer the preparation, but the result thereof. That is, it presents the war, political, diplomatic and institutional events of the Revolution from 1821 to 1833. And in 1833 the curtain falls, as it is then that King Otto comes and things start falling into place in our country. With the compelling reserve of heirlooms and documents at its disposal, the Parliament makes good use of the frieze in the “Trophy Room”. It is a frieze of ca. 60 metres, on which all of the important political and military events of the Revolution are painted, and underneath it, in display cases we will have arranged all those heirlooms that we have and which are linked to the depictions on the frieze. We will carefully and reverentially place the valuable objects. “He wrapped them neatly in costly green silk”, Cavafy wrote on the reverential touching of objects. Thus, we too shall place the objects reverentially, so that they may converse with the frieze. 
The same will happen in the other hall, the “room” (“ontás”) that Kolokotronis spoke of, in the “Aides-de-camp” room, where fourteen paintings, fourteen representations of fighters, philhellenes and figures of the Enlightenment of 1821 will converse with our rare heirlooms.
So, from the awakening, from the ground floor we go to the outbreak and we leave the baton for what came after 1833 to our own thoughts, our own knowledge, our own quests, which have enormously been facilitated, Madam President, in Greece in the last few months thanks to your efforts, thanks to the efforts of the “Greece 2021” Committee which is coordinating this historical assessment, but also the ambition of perspective that we ought to have when learning from the historical assessment. And it is not just the Committee, but also many other bodies. The Parliament, banks, museums, private entities, collectors, columnists, municipalities, professors, universities have proceeded to flood us, ladies and gentlemen, with knowledge around 1821 today.
The knowledge and information on 1821 and all the events that we are organising are an amazing incentive for knowledge and quest, through which modern Greeks will comprehend whence they came, how difficult things were at the beginning and that it is therefore in their hands to move forward and to have the success we all desire for the future. 
I wish to express my gratitude and thank, for the quality of the overall organisation, the four-member organising committee, which took it upon itself to organise everything during a pandemic, facing difficulties in daily communication, facing difficulties when trying to organise meetings the old way, but which managed just fine, nonetheless: Mr. Aggelopoulos, Director General for e-administration, Library and Publications, Mr. Kontogiannis from the office of the Secretary General, Mrs. Petroula, who is the Chairperson of the Organising Committee and Mrs. Droulia, the Director of our Library, which is the ark that contains the hundreds of exhibits – they are nearing four hundred – that will be presented. We had a three-member scientific committee: Mr. Kitromilidis, an academic, Mrs. Efthymiou, a professor at the University of Athens and Mr. Klapsis, a young academic, from the University of the Peloponnese, who helped us with their scientific knowledge to plan this presentation.
We also had our excellent curators, Mrs. Kamilaki and Mr. Koutsogiannis, whose work we will present for the first time on Monday 19 April. We chose this date, because according to a 2008 decree, that is the Day of Philhellenism and International Solidarity. 
We collaborated with museums, with collectors. We have exquisite paintings from the Averoff Museum, which we wholeheartedly thank for their offer. From the collection of Mr. Michail Varkarakis, we have very impressive artistic samples, as well as from individual collectors. The main sponsor of our exhibition is the Onassis Foundation, which I particularly wish to thank as well as its President, Mr. Papadimitriou, for providing high quality exhibition equipment, for this exhibition and future ones.  
All of the material then, this entire Exhibition that we will present, will unfold in three ways: a) live, i.e. people can come visit the exhibition when conditions allow, and feel proud and behold it, b) online, which is the method of the times, and c) in 3D for educational and entertainment purposes. And it will also unfold through a valuable, impressive high quality catalogue, which will reflect the exhibition in its 500 pages and will be a legacy for every home, every friend of History, to remember and revisit the exhibition with.
We are, therefore, here, ready to fulfil our duty as the Hellenic Parliament and to honour in our own way the outbreak of the Revolution, the two centuries that have passed, but also to provide a sign of optimism for the perspective that lies ahead. We are here, collaborating with the “Greece 2021” Committee, which has officially undertaken the coordination of all of these actions, to highlight the beginning, the path taken, and how, therefore, we can move onward with optimism toward the future. 
Summing up, I wish to remind you that some of the fighters of 1821, on 20 October 1844, just a decade after the Struggle “when”, as Dionysios Kokkinos writes in his History, “there were still traces of the blood spilled in 1821 on the rocks of the battlefields and the ramparts of the fortresses”. In Salona, where you went yesterday, Madam President, there was then still blood on the ramparts. Dionysios Kokkinos continues: “The Society of Fine Arts was established in Athens in 1844, which issued a statute with its activities until 1845. During the first meeting, under the chairmanship of Ioannis Kolettis, the painter and philhellene, Raffaello Ceccoli, who painted the newly liberated Athens, presented a drawing in which Greece, in the middle, was represented in a white dress, rising from a grave and with her gaze and hand calling on the depicted arts, painting, music, sculpture and architecture, to rise up. The statute was signed by, among many intellectuals of the time, Panagiotis Anagnostopoulos, Kountouriotis, Nikitaras, Kanaris, Kitsos Tzavelas, Plapoutas, Petmezas, Spyros Milios, Krestenidis, Konstantinos Kolokotronis, Petros Deligiannis. The fact that champions of 1821 such as Nikitaras, Plapoutas, Kanaris and Tzavelas, i.e. sea warriors, who fought against the Turks, had a sense of the need for culture was very significant to this Society”. This is extraordinary. It is the same spirit that twenty years earlier guided Georgios Rizaris, from Monodendri in Zagori, who sent a letter to Korais from Moscow in 1835, writing to him the following: “My late brother and I decided to leave our inheritance to our homeland. And since there is nothing more beneficial than education and the proper upbringing of the young, my brother Matthaios, who passed a year ago, donated the appropriate part of our assets, to which I add my own, to establish a school in our homeland”. 
The value of culture, of education, which people who didn’t have it understood well – Rizaris was not educated – which people who liberated Greece by grinding their teeth understood well, connects this Struggle with our Exhibition on the ground floor, with the Enlightenment, with learning, with the admiration for classical antiquity. Things that seem irrelevant are, you see, inextricably linked. This is why, serving this need for education and knowledge, we will open on the 19th of April the exhibition “Beholding Liberty” to the Greek public, and especially, to the young people of Greece. 
And because according to the statute of that Fine Arts Society of 1844, painting was one of the great things that needed to be developed, on 17 June, on Lenorman Avenue, at the Tobacco Factory, we will present, along with the NEON cultural organisation, another exhibition, of modern art, on how forty modern artists from around the world – and Greeks – view Greece and its prospects after two hundred years of existence. 
In short, the Hellenic Parliament, both in a traditional and modern way, both on site and online, but always modestly and comprehensively, is beholding liberty and invites, as of the 19th of April, all Greeks, especially the young, to behold through the Parliament’s heirlooms their liberty, to behold the foundation of their lives, which the younger Greeks will use to build their future, which can and must be extraordinary and bright. 
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